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Pool/Spa Fencing and Safety Barriers 
Effective July 2013 

Select ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FOUR options (A to D) to satisfy both City and State requirements governing property 
fencing and pool safety barriers.  

KEY NOTES:

1. PROPERTY FENCING and GATES (PMC Chapter 74, Article V and 
California Health and Safety Code Section 115920-115929 - Shall be 
permanent and not less than FIVE FEET (5’-0”) high above grade/slab. 
All gates in the fencing shall be maintained as self-closing and self-latch-
ing with every latching device not less than five feet (5’-0”) above the 
ground/finished surface. Driveway and garage vehicle-access doors, 
overhead doors, and double gates and doors are not permitted as part 
of the fencing or enclosure. All gates shall be open away from pool side.   

2. BARRIER FENCE may be permanent OR removable mesh pool 
fencing (meeting ASTM Specifications F 2286 standards) in conjunc-
tion with a gate that is self-closing and self-latching and can accom-
modate a key lockable device. All gates shall be open away from 
pool side and equipment with release mechanism place no lower 
than 54 inches above the floor. A minimum height of FIVE FEET 
(5’-0”) from pool deck outside of the pool fencing area is required. 

3. DOORS - All doors providing access to pool shall be equipped 
with approved exit alarms OR be self-closing and latching de-
vices with release mechanisms placed no lower than 54 inches 
above the floor. Applicable doors: sliding glass and swinging doors, 
doors from the main house, attached garage, guest house, pool 
house, and other habitable spaces if they allow access to the pool. 

4. APPROVED POOL COVERS - Manually or powered-operated safety 
pool cover meeting all of the performance standards of ASTM F1346-91.

5. SWIMMING POOL ALARMS that, when placed in pools, will sound 
upon detection of accidental or unauthorized entrance into the wa-
ter meeting ASTM Standard F 2208 “Standards Specification for Pool 
Alarms” which includes surface motion pressure, sonar, laser, and in-
frared type alarms. For purpose of this article, “swimming pool alarms” 
shall not include swimming protection alarm devices designated for 
individual use, such as an alarm attached to a child that sounds when 
the child exceeds a certain distance or becomes submerged in water.

6. CIRCULATION DRAINS AND ANTI-ENTRAPMENT COVERS   
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