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STAFF REPORT 

 

Date:  February 2, 2016 

To:  Honorable Mayor/Chair and City Council/Agency Members 

From:  City Attorney 

Subject:  Adoption of a Proposed Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Cudahy Amending Section 2.04.010 of Chapter 2.04 (Council Chambers) of Title 
2 (Administration and Personnel) of the Cudahy Municipal Code Regarding 
Location of Council Meetings 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The City Council is requested to adopt a proposed urgency ordinance amending Section 
2.04.010 of Chapter 2.04 (Council Chambers) of Title 2 (Administration & Personnel) of the 
Cudahy Municipal Code regarding location of Council meetings. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City Council conducts its public meetings in the Council Chambers of City Hall in 
accordance with The Ralph M. Brown Act (Gov. Code § 549501 et seq.).  In recent years our 
country has seen a rise in the frequency of violence in public places, including the recent 
shooting in a public building in San Bernardino County, and such violence is often politically 
motivated and directed at public servants.  In keeping with the public’s expectation that its 
government servants strive to protect the public, City officials have discussed with the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department, the issues of security and fire and life safety at public 
meetings.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The municipal codes of other cities provide flexibility to hold meetings at alternate locations 
for a variety of reasons, including security concerns, as long as proper notice is given and the 
location complies with State law.  The Cudahy Municipal Code provision that meetings of the 
City Council shall be held at City Hall is unnecessarily limiting because it precludes City staff 
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and the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department from determining that an alternate location 
is more suitable, convenient, secure, and in the public interest. The City desires to provide 
such reasonable flexibility in the location of public meetings in the interest of public safety, 
security, convenience, and the general welfare.  
 
Government Code Section 36937 authorizes ordinances to take effect immediately for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, provided the ordinance is 
approved by four-fifths vote of the City Council. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
If the City Council approves the proposed ordinance, the ordinance will take effect 
immediately to permit the City the flexibility it requires to select the location of public 
meetings taking into consideration, among other things, the interest of public safety and 
security. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
No fiscal impact. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Proposed Ordinance 
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